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HOME & HOSPICE CARE OF RHODE ISLAND 

RECEIVES JEWISH  HOSPICE CERTIFICATION

Providence, RI … Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island (HHCRI), Rhode Island’s leader in hospice and palliative care since 1976, has been awarded certification as a Jewish Hospice from the National Institute for Jewish Hospice (NIJH).  HHCRI is one of only 55 hospices nationwide to earn this accreditation.  

The National Institute for Jewish Hospice (NIJH), established in 1985, and located in New York City, provides authorized endorsement for hospices throughout the country. To be accredited by NIJH, a hospice must undergo in-depth training.  

Last November, a group of staffers, including Diana Franchitto, the president & CEO of HHCRI, traveled to Newark, NJ, for a day-long training on the specific belief systems, customs, traditions and needs of Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and secular or non-practicing Jews at end of life.
“We pursued this certification because we believe it’s important to understand the needs of our Jewish patients and families,” stated Franchitto.  “We want our staff to be sensitive to all religious traditions.  This certification demonstrates our concern and respect for the Jewish faith.”

A special all-staff meeting for the agency’s 300+ employees was held earlier this month that featured Rabbi Joel Seltzer of Temple Emanu-EL as the keynote speaker. In his presentation, Rabbi Seltzer discussed the main tenets of Jewish faith regarding death and dying and quoted Old Testament scripture as the source of present day beliefs.  He discussed how Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and Secular Jews may differ in their attitudes and recommended that staff ask their Jewish patients if they have a rabbi that they would like contacted for rabbinic or spiritual advice.  His presentation served as an extension to the training that others received in Newark.
Rabbi Seltzer is a member of Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island’s Board of Trustees.

###

Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island

Home & Hospice Care of Rhode Island has been a leader in hospice and palliative care for more than three decades and helps people live out the remaining time of their lives with as much comfort and dignity as possible. 
